Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park 

Minutes of Meeting 11/28/2005

Present:  Don Ballenger, Donna and Doug Niemi, Rhonda Walls, Harvey Thompson

Minutes of last meeting were reviewed and approved with Donna making motion for approval and Doug seconded.

Treasurer’s Report

Don presented a copy to all members present on balance as of November $3,440.07 but two additional deposits will bring the total to $3,699.67.   The Friends providing breakfast for lottery hunt participants contributed $159.60.

Old Business

Treasurer nomination/election:  There were no nominations or interest to fill this position at this time.

Website:  There was discussion on web page format and reducing the name to Grayson Friends that was approved by members present.  Members also approved John Canfield to develop web page format.  Thompson reported he would give Don John’s complete address.  Members mentioned composing information on being properly prepared and information on what has happened to past groups accessing the high country in extreme weather conditions.

Park Manager’s Time 

The firearms lottery deer hunt at Grayson Highlands State Park encountered high winds and 2 inches of snow on Tuesday and rain all day Monday.  There were 19 registered hunters at 5 am Monday and 5 standby hunters, filling 24 of the 30 slots and resulting in harvesting 2 bucks and 3 does on 11/21/2005.  Twelve DMAP tags were issued Monday resulting in tagging the 3 does.  On Tuesday the prevailing winds of 35 to 40 mph and blowing snow with temps in the low 20'sF, only  9 registered hunters showed and we used 10 standbys, giving 19 for the morning and 15 of them were interested in using the DMAP tags in which we had 9 left.  The deer harvested on this very cold day was a good #:  3 bucks and 5 does (using 5 DMAP permits > leaving 4 unclaimed).

The total harvest during the firearms season (2 days) was 5 bucks and 8 does.  The total for the four day event was 11 bucks and 19 does; 30 deer and last year's total were 23 deer (13 bucks and 10 does).

The revenues generated for the hunt fees 02190 revenue source was $1,300 for the 2005 Lottery Hunt.  The Friends of Grayson Highlands generated $159.60 in offering breakfast items each morning.

Thompson also gave status and discussion of the Wayne C Henderson Performance Stage progress.  

New Business

No reporting of new projects or project progress at this meeting mainly due to weather conditions.

Due to holiday season coming up, members decided to have next meeting January 16, 2006 at 6:30 pm 

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm
