Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park

Minutes of Meeting September 17, 2007

Present:  Kevin Kelley, Bob Geisler, Harvey and Moe Thompson, Ken and Phyllis Weber

Minutes of last meeting approved

Treasurer’s Report:  Balance as of September 17, 2007 $3312.47

Credits: Membership $10.00

Debits:  $00.00

Approved as presented

Old Business

Donna has address to send thank you to Boy Scout group. 

Donna and Doug Niemi helped with the Blue Ridge Relay and Bob Geisler worked in the Visitor Center. We have not received a donation check from this group yet.

Kevin and Deana repaired the bridge on Cabin Creek. Kevin says the job was not as difficult as he had anticipated.

300 Copies of the Friends Brochure were printed at Jerry’s in Marion, cost $75.00.

Park Manager’s Time

A 230,000 gallon water leak at the Park Office has been found due to a faulty valve. Staff is repairing this. 

Revenue is $69,700 with expenditures at $70,000 leaving a deficit of $300. Merchandise for resale produced $62,579.  

Water levels in the campground are able to recoup when visitation and water consumption drops off during the weekdays. Steve Bassett concert had 131 paying the $4.00 admission. There were approximately 185 people (including volunteers and staff) Sunday night. Revenue was $520. 

The campground is sold out for the Fall Festival weekend.

A Haunted Hayride and Haunted trail hike will be held on two Saturday evenings (October 6th and 13th).

The playground perimeter in the picnic area is being expanded to comply with current OSHA guidelines.

New Business
Suggestions were made regarding the promotion and visibility of the Friends Group. Ideas such as a yearly newsletter, of Friends projects accomplished, sent to all current members and others who may be interested; displaying a picture board of projects accomplished at the Friends table; providing a donation drop box (perhaps with a bear’s head) to place monetary donations to the group; and establishing a plaque for displaying names of major financial contributors to the Friends group.

Meeting Adjourned. Next meeting October 15th, 6:30 p.m. at the Park Office. 

