Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park

September 27, 2004

1. Call to Order

The Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park met on Monday, September 27, 2004 at 6:30 PM at the Rugby Rescue Building. President Don Ballenger called the meeting to order. Others present were Gail Josey, Doug & Donna Niemi, Harvey Thompson, Rhonda Wall, and Kenny & Sue Weaver.

2. Minutes of Last Meeting

The minutes were approved after two corrections. A photo of the rain shelter mentioned last month was passed around.

3. Treasurer’s Report

The treasurer reported $365.58 in the bank. Harvey received a check for $1256 from the Wayne Henderson Music Festival Committee. Send a letter of thanks. Kenny suggested that we contact Harold Moore of the Wilburn Ridge Pony Association to see if they would be interested in membership. Friends new flyers were given out to all cars at the Contact Station for the last three weeks. The treasurer’s report was approved.

4. Old Business

A.  We are incorporated! Copies of the certificate will be distributed at the next meeting. Don will prepare a press release about the tax-exempt status. Don showed us a copy of the revised Friends of GH announcement and invitation.

B.  The t-shirt company is going out of business so we will look elsewhere.

C.  Hunts November 9, 10, 11 and November 16, 17, 18

Serve 5 AM & 12-1 PM

Tues. & Thurs. sausage biscuits, Weds. cheese biscuits

Each person will be reimbursed for ingredients.

Rhonda Wall – biscuits & jelly

Sue Weaver – sausage

Kenny Weaver – coffee pot

Don Ballenger – coffee, washtubs for Pepsi, press release, brochures 

Marsha Ballenger – cheese biscuits & cornbread

Harvey Thompson – stew & jelly

Donna Niemi – cookies & butter

Gail Josey – price sign, condiments 

Maintenance Shop – tables, Microwave, Pepsi, ice

Prices:  sausage biscuit $2, cheese biscuit $1, plain biscuit & jelly $1, coffee $.50, orange juice $.50, Pepsi ?, stew $2.50, cookies 2/$.50
D.  Chief Ranger Kevin Kelly will contact volunteers to help with the haunted hayrides October 2nd and 9th at 7:00 PM.

5.  New Business

Now that we are incorporated with less than $5000 annual revenue, we claim tax- exempt status without filing with the IRS. The next step is to get exempt from state sales tax.

6.  Park Manager’s Comments


A.  Fall Festival Report


      The 28th GHSP Fall Festival was a great success. 


      Saturday there were 863 cars with 4987 people.

            Sunday there were 488 cars with 2795 people.

            42 ponies were sold for $6216 averaging $148 each.

            Park-operated concessions totaled $5249.23.


B.  Resolution

Harvey passed out a resolution on rebenchmarking the staffing, operational,                 and maintenance funding for VA state parks. Basically new bond improvements need money and staff to operate. We did not take any action on this.

C.  Fall Conference for VA Association for Parks

The annual meeting is October 22 and 23 at Twin Lakes State Park. We will pay
 Don’s way if he is able to go.

7.  Closing

     The date of our next meeting will be October 18.

Respectfully Submitted,

Gail Josey, Secretary


