Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park

Minutes of Meeting November 19, 2007
Present: Kevin Kelley, Doug Niemi, Harvey & Moe Thompson

Minutes of last meeting approved

Treasurer’s Report:  Balance as of November 19, 2007 $3927.14

Credits:  
Membership $60.00




(Henderson, Smith, Morgan, Waymack)






Donations $335.00




Blue Ridge Relay $285.00




Waymack $50.00



Recycling (Aluminum cans) $48.10

Total Credits: 
$443.10





Debits:
 0.00






Total Debits:
$ 0.00
Approved as presented

Old Business

· Blue Ridge Relay sent a contribution check in the amount of $285.

· Aluminum can recycling took in $48.10 which is almost the cost of 1 recycle unit.

· Kevin provided the address for the Boy Scout troop that helped with the AT Trail work so that a thank you could be written.

· A check has not yet been received from the Wayne C. Henderson Festival. Kevin will check with the group. There is some restructuring going on within this group.

· Wording on the FOGH sign will read:  “Sponsored by Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park.” Doug will see if the vendor can use the Friend’s logo for the sign. 

· Kevin has a picture board the Friends group will use for displaying pictures of projects they have sponsored. The board will be used at the Friends’ tent during festivals such as the Wayne C. and Fall Festival.

· Thank you letters will be written to the following volunteers who contributed food items for sale during the firearms hunt: Sue Weaver-drop cookies and sausage patties for the sausage biscuits; Rhonda Walls-biscuits and chili; Joan Kilby-cowboy beans and potato soup; and Jennifer White-chocolate chip cookies and chicken casserole. 

Park Manager Time

Fire ban was lifted last Tuesday. No change in park production. Youth hunt had 8 participants for 30 open slots. An advertisement was placed in the Declaration Newspaper to advertise. This was a very low participation. Six deer were harvested. Two were does and 4 of the 6 were illegal bucks. The youth were anxious and parents did not guide them well. Three of the bucks were button heads and one was a spike. The hunter and parent of the spike buck were black listed from hunting in the park. Very specific instructions are given before the hunters leave the registration area. Monday’s adult hunt had 30 participants for 30 slots and 4 additional standby participants. Twelve deer (8 doe and 4 buck) were harvested today.

New Business

· Kevin requested the Friends group sponsor $70 to help support the Outreach Program fees for park programs. The two hour programs are environmental education for grades K-8, SOL related, and primarily come from the Your Backyard Classroom and Project Aquatic. Kevin said they will primarily reach into Grayson and Washington County schools. Motion was made and approved to support this for one year provided an attempt is first made with the class/school to provide the $10 fee themselves. 

· Kevin is planning a Dog Show for youth to be held in August. There will be doggie games, decoration/costume contest, ribbons for all participants. Proof of rabies vaccine will be required. Kevin requested volunteers from the Friends Group to help with the activities and registration. Members are willing if their schedule allows in August.

· Four backpack trips are planned for the coming year. They will be in the spring (April), summer, and early September. The fourth one will be the Junior Ranger backpacking trip.

· Ideas for canoe trips and a river cleanup are also in early planning stages.

· The possibility of the Friends group sponsoring a day hike to Mt. Rogers this summer in June (Rhododendron bloom peak) or October (fall colors) was discussed. The group might collect a fee (possibly $15 including parking fee) to help raise funds for the Friends group. The group approved looking into this possibility for the future. 

Meeting Adjourned. Next meeting will be December 17th, 6:30 p.m. at the Park Office. 

