Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park

Minutes of Meeting 09/19/2005

Present:  Donna & Doug Niemi, Kevin Kelley, Sue Weaver, Harvey & Maureen Thompson  

Minutes of last meeting approved as written 

Treasurer’s Report: No report presented due to Don not present. Harvey presented a new member’s check of $25 submitted to him at the park.  

Old Business

Treasurer nomination/election:  There were no nominations for position of treasurer. This position still needs to be filled.

New membership brochure:  Tucker Printing needs a copy of the file from the original program the brochure was created.  Don has been having trouble with his computer and has not been able to get back with Maureen on this.   

Web Site:  Don is still working out problems he is having with his computer. Web site is not yet operational.  

Project:  Motion was made and approved for Donna Niemi to spend up to $100.00 on plant selection to get started with planting area near the office/parking lot. October is a good time for planting. Park has mulch that can be used. Plan to remove weeds and prepare planting area. Donna will call/e-mail regarding a day to work..

Blue Ridge Relay Race scheduled for 9/16/05 did occur. There were 110 participants with 10-12 per team arriving in groups between the hours of 8:15 to 1:45. The groups of people were not large. The observation of this event as a source for possible future fund raising activity was determined to be minimal at best. FOGH does not plan to pursue this any further.

Park Manager’s Time  Harvey reported Grayson Highlands State Park was nominated by a volunteer of the National Audubon Society and selected as a site for high elevation at-risk species for the Red Crossbill and Winter Wren. These birds are rare elsewhere in the State. Grayson also supports the only know population of Appalachian Yellow Bellied Sapsuckers in Virginia. 

Grayson County Tourism is preparing for the 2007 Jamestown Celebration and may include GHSP for an original play presentation or possible Jack Tales. Harvey will present a plan/outline at an October 4th Park Manager’ meeting. Plans for celebration of all parks will go to print in the new VDOT 2006 map on October 27th.
The Park is preparing for the 70th Anniversary Celebration of State Parks in 2006 and considering two days of activities for the Wayne C. Henderson Festival. Activities might include a history of music: traditional Celtic music, early settlers (penny whistles, English lutes), Jefferson Era, and early 1900’s (Civil War Ballads).

GHSP will again provide a Haunted Halloween Hayride on the Saturdays of October 1st and 8th beginning at 7 p.m. The Hunter Education program provided by the park included 15 participants. The dates of the lottery hunt will be November 14, 15, 21 and 22. FOGH will provide some food items for sale and will try to advertise this beforehand. 

Park Ranger Barry Carrico’s last day was September 10th. The position is advertised with a close date of 10/03/05.

New Business  No new business.

Next meeting 6:30 p.m., October 17, 2005. 

