Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park

Minutes of Meeting 10/17/2005

Present:  Don Ballenger, Donna & Doug Niemi, Kenney & Sue Weaver, Rhonda Walls, Harvey & Maureen Thompson, Daniel White  

Minutes of last meeting approved as written 

Treasurer’s Report: Both September and October reports presented and approved. Balance as of September 19, 2005 is $3,385.07 and October 17, 2005 $3,410.07.

Old Business

Treasurer nomination/election:  There were no nominations for position of treasurer. This position still needs to be filled.

New membership brochure:  Tucker Printing needs a copy of the file from the original program the brochure was created.  Don will try to get a copy of the file to Maureen. He needs to know what programs Tucker Printing can accept. Maureen will get this information to him. 

Web Site: Don says the web site is now available. Address is friendsofgraysonhighlands.statepark.org  

Project:  Donna worked with 20 students from Marion Senior High School’s Youth Against Drugs and Alcohol Program (YADAAP) to spread 4” of mulch, place stones and plants (purple cone flower, black eyed susan, coreopsis, yarrow and seed of butterfly weed). More work will continue in the butterfly garden after the winter.  Donna says the youth were very helpful. Maureen is to write a thank you to them. 

The decision to provide breakfast only during the lottery hunt was made. Sue Weaver and Rhonda Walls will head up this project. The plan is to serve sausage and jelly biscuits and bottled drinks and coffee. $1-sausage biscuit, 50¢-jelly biscuit, 50¢-coffee & orange juice, $1.25-bottled sodas. Start time is about 4:00 AM. There is a box of condiments left from last year that can be used. Will need napkins and paper towels.

Park Manager’s Time  
· The Haunted Hayride went well. This event brought in more revenue than any other interpretive event this year. A total of $363 was collected ($146 on the first day and $217 on the second day). 

· The craft shop has shown better results this year than the past 3-4 years. 

· Harvey will meet with 12 members of Trout Unlimited on October 26th regarding their program “Back to the Brookies.” Their concern is the competition of the brown and rainbow trout. Optimal pH of the water is 4.6 to 5.2.  Possibilities include gathering pH levels and an information kiosk at the Wilson Trail head.

· $50,000 in asphalt in the loops of the campground road is taking place. A 525’ hand laid stone wall is being built by Jim Davis at the park office.

· There were 68 applications for the Park Ranger position. Ten were selected and interviews will take place the first week in November. 

· PBS brought a filming crew of 5 people to film in the park for an educational program to be presented sometime in January of 2006.

· As part of the 70th anniversary, there will be a 12-15 minute CD on all the original state parks. Celebration activities will be held all year long and perhaps FOGH could sponsor an activity. The Jamestown 2007 Celebration plans are now underway. Donna Correll with Grayson County has contacted Harvey about a play of some sort involving a person on horseback.

New Business  

Joe Elton, Director, has requested all Friends groups join the Virginia Association for Parks (VAFP). Cost is $20 for friends groups to join. Motion was made (Donna), seconded (Rhonda) and approved to join. Don wrote a check and Maureen will send out letter and membership application.

Suggestions were requested for what FOGH might do for the 70th anniversary and Jamestown celebrations. One possible suggestion is to take advantage of the people staying in the park during the Wayne C. Festival by sponsoring a Gospel sing on Sunday.

Meeting Adjourned 7:35 PM    

Next meeting November 28th (changed from the 21st due to the lottery hunt hours) 6:30 PM at the Rescue Squad building. 

