Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park

Minutes of Meeting 06/20/2005

Present:  Doug & Donna Niemi, Don Ballenger, Harvey Thompson, Rhonda Walls, Maureen Thompson, Daniel White and Mike Mallie

Minutes of last meeting approved as written

Treasurer’s Report: Balance as of June 19, 2005 is $2,169.95. Squirrel suit cost of $80.00 has not cleared the bank. 

FY 2005-2006 Budget proposal

Proposed budget for fiscal year 2005-2006 estimated income $2,150.00 and expenses $1,960.00. Last year Wayne C. Henderson Festival contributed $1256. This year estimated contribution is $1,000 due to lower attendance number. Income from hunt breakfast/lunch proceeds for 2004 was $267. Unidentified projects listed as expenses will include landscaping projects. 

Internet vendors discussed for web site. Providers for this area (costing between $12 to $20 per month) were discussed as well as amount of megabyte needed for site, and client versus provider maintenance. Professional Network, client maintenance due to ability to update web site faster and starting out with 10 megabytes and increasing later were decided upon. 

Domain name will be “friendsofgraysonhighlandsstatepark.org.” Initial cost will be $70.00 which includes $35.00 one time set up fee. Additional year will cost $35.00 to maintain the name each year. Don will apply for the domain name.

Web page can be created with or without web page software. Need to send file to host provider. Don requested assistance towards cost of software if he purchases one for his personal use and uses it to set up a web page for the friends group. Pictures of current projects, a friends registration form, and link to DCR state park web page could be included on the friend’s web page. Purpose of the web page is to increase awareness of the group, its mission and possibly increase membership. 

Motion was made to approve the budget with Rhonda Walls seconding. Budget was approved.

Old Business

Nominations for secretary and treasurer positions opened. Maureen Thompson nominated and elected for secretary position. Harvey will fill in if she is not able to attend meeting. There were no nominations for position of treasurer. This position still needs to be filled.

Don sent out membership renewals for all except those attending tonight’s meeting. Thompson & Niemi submitted theirs at the time of the meeting. Current membership is about 15 members. 

Merchandise with the friend’s logo discussed. Coffee mug will cost $18.00 including shipping and handling. T-shirt will cost $24 for adults and $22 for youth. 

Membership brochure was discussed. Donna Niemi will order holders for brochure in bulk. Doug suggests adhering name to holders so they are identified as belonging to the friend’s group. Brochures for friend’s group will be placed in various areas and maintained by members.

New projects will include plantings around public buildings in park. Donna Niemi will contact several professionals familiar with plants that are deer resistant. Due to the heat of the summer, planting work will be delayed until cooler weather returns around late August/September. Request was made to place a sign advising visitors not to walk on re-vegetation area.

Park Manager’s Time

Attendance for the Wayne C. Festival was lower this year compared to last.

Interviewees for Park Ranger and Program Support Technician positions have been recommended and await processing through Richmond Office.

Stage area will include restroom and running water. Surveyor met with Harvey and Wayne C. to determine the best placement for construction. The stage will be located in the flat area next to maple tree line and angled toward the apple tree in the center of the field 75 feet right of the Jones cemetery. This will minimize damage to the surrounding site and creek bed area.

New Business

No new business              Meeting adjourned-Next meeting July 18, 2005
