Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park

Minutes of Meeting 07/25/2005

Present:  Doug and Donna Niemi, Don and Marsha Ballenger, Harvey and Maureen Thompson, and Daniel White 

Minutes of last meeting approved as written

Treasurer’s Report: Balance as of July 18, 2005 is $2,524.82. Squirrel suit cost of $80.00 has cleared the bank. 

Check for $868.35 submitted from the percentage of the June 2005 Wayne C. Henderson Festival proceeds. 

Corporate fee bill will be coming up.  Copying and printing may be higher than anticipated. Color copying is four times the cost of black & white.

Motion was made, seconded and the budget was approved.

Old Business

Treasurer nomination/election:  There were no nominations for position of treasurer. This position still needs to be filled.

Membership renewals:  FOGH has about 31 members. Some persons listed as donations only. Don will add a tax deductible note in the thank you notes he sends out and renewal reminders will be sent to all those who contributed last year.

New membership brochure:  The holders ordered and sent were not high back. Donna will return them. Don will order 10 from Galax at a cost of approximately $2.57 plus tax. The cost of the color brochure copying is 60 cents/each for 2 sided color copy and 15 cents/each for black and white at Presnell’s. Don had black and white copies made due to the cost. Doug suggested checking on cost at Tucker Printing in Marion. Maureen will get quote from them.

Web Site:  Reviewed Disc Don had prepared. Doug suggested date & time of meeting be on site and changed monthly. Included on site will be donation form, member’s park photos, membership form, mission statement, board of directors, officers, contact information, mailing address, phone #s and e-mail addresses of Don and Harvey. Don used Dream Weaver to make website. Still has a few kinks to work out, but plans to be online soon. Daniel White is to get pictures to Don for the web site. Budgeted $75 for domain name cost. Actual cost was $22.50. Links to the following will also be included on the web site: DCR Grayson Highlands State Park, Grayson County, and possibly Crooked Road.

Project: Donna spoke with Charlie Conner and he suggested “Plant Skydd” spray for plant protection from deer and other wildlife browsing. Cost is $40.00 a box and needs to be used approximately 3 times a year. It naturally decomposes and is not harmful to the environment. Suggestion for the plants include: Columbine, daisies, bee balm, wild iris, and low growing vipers bug loss. Donna may check with the Gardens of the Blue Ridge and will look at catalogues for plants and proper planting times. The planting area will be located on the other side of the ditch near the office. Donna will present three options of fall planting times for work days.

Park Manager’s Time  End of year summary report presented. Attendance dropped this last quarter and is the lowest in the last 5 years. Possibilities attributing to this might be wet weather and unpredictable forecasts, negative publicity of the Boy Scout rescues, gasoline prices. GHSP is a “passive” recreation park affected by inclement weather.

Financial report presented. Revenue generated was $332,833 for the year. Expenses were $408,976 making a deficit of $76,142. Park operated concession was up 30% above last year’s figures. GHSP is #1 in state for merchandise for resale. 

Programs offered have increased 30%. Two levels of Junior Ranger programs were offered this year (one for 12 and younger and one for older children). Many positive responses were received for these programs. 

Positions for the Program Support Technician and Ranger position have been filled by Teresa Tibbs and Jordan Blevins, respectively. Jordan plays fiddle with the band Fescue.

New Business  Food for Hunt will be discussed at the next meeting. The controlled hunt will be held on November 14th, 15th, 21st, & 22nd. 

A start site for relay for runners will be held September 16th from 8:30 to 1:45. Don will check with the organizer of the event and see if they need services (i.e. food sales) of FOGH.

Doug suggested e-mailing all members reminding them of meetings and a dues reminder a month prior to due date. Don will provide Maureen with a copy of member’s e-mail addresses and she will be responsible for this.

Meeting adjourned - Next meeting 7:00 p.m. August 15, 2005. 

