Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park

Minutes of Meeting 12/18/2006

Present:  Kevin Kelley, Donna Niemi, Harvey & Maureen Thompson, Rhonda Walls

Minutes of last meeting approved

Treasurer’s Report:  Balance as of December 18, 2006 $4939.84
Expenditures: $0.00
Credits:  $0.00

Approved as presented.

Old Business
· Car Show Classic & Antique Car Show to be held July 21, 2007. Suggestion to contact Tony Torelli-Auto Body Instructor- for information to help with the car show.
· Cultural Festival to be held June 17, 2007 – the day after the Wayne C. Festival. Historical link: storytelling and music (Celtic evolution through today theme). 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. with 2-3 storytellers. Cost $6/car, pack your own picnic lunch. Advertisement needed for promoting this.
· Venture/Enterprise Program with Jeff Christian (from Va. Beach). Donna and Doug Niemi will donate 4 backpacks. Need to address liability issues, perhaps have participants sign a waiver. Campers will bring their own sleeping bags. Tents, frames and other equipment needed. Kevin is to compose a list of needed items and cost to present to the Friends group so we can provide some financial support.
Park Manager’s Time


The lottery hunt brought in $1451. The Friend’s group collected $150 from the sale of food items. Sue Weaver provided sausage biscuits and chocolate drop cookies. Kay provided pecan and apple pies. Jennifer provided chocolate chip cookies. Harvey provided stew. 


Governor Kaine has approved an additional $15 million to complete the 2002 general obligation bond projects due to the cost increase of materials needed to support existing, ongoing projects. The final project for Grayson Highlands to complete is the group campground that will be a staging area with restroom located at Massie Gap.


District 7 was allocated $198,040 for equipment and vehicle needs. Grayson will benefit by acquiring two trucks to replace 10 year old, high mileage, high maintenance cost vehicles.


Horse manure is available from the park for those who may be interested. The roof has been completed on the Wayne C. stage. Merchandise for re-sale has grossed $72,000 from July to November 30th. 

New Business
· Donna suggests ordering new signs that read: “Protect the High Country, Please Stay on Trail.”  Donna will mail Kevin the design & he will order these.
· Trail work needed (water bars & rocks to step on).
· A member offered to donate daylilies to the Friends projects. The offer is appreciated, but due to known browsing of these plants by deer, the Friends group will decline the offer.
Meeting Adjourned. Next meeting:  January 15th, 7 p.m. at Grayson Highlands State Park Office.

