Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park

Minutes of Meeting 08/15/2005

Present:  Don Ballenger, Harvey Thompson, Kenny and Sue Weaver 

Minutes of last meeting approved as written 

Treasurer’s Report: Balance as of August 15, 2005 is $3,385.07

Expenditures of $83.10 as follows:

Gazette Press



$ 8.40

Treasurer of VA


$25.00

Professional Network


$27.20

Domain Name Registration

$22.50

Deposit of $943.35

Old Business

Treasurer nomination/election:  There were no nominations for position of treasurer. This position still needs to be filled.

New membership brochure:  Tucker Printing needs a copy of the file from the original program the brochure was created. Maureen and Don are working on this.  

Web Site:  Access password for the web page is unknown at this time. The site should be accessible in about 1 ½ weeks, but will not be fully operational with text and pictures. Don is working on alignment problems with the pictures for the page.  

Project:  Donna Niemi has discussed the plantings with Charlie Connor. Also, there was some concern regarding the grass and weeds being managed in the area to be planted. 

Discussion regarding the Blue Ridge Relay Race scheduled for 9/16/05. Members present decided to observe this event to evaluate future needs and possible fund raising activity instead of actually getting involved in the first time event without knowledge or expectations. Members will observe from the sidelines to determine future opportunities.

Park Manager’s Time Park Manager, Harvey Thompson, shared a few statements on the decrease in park attendance of 12% compared to visitation last year. The campground being full this past weekend was probably due to the opening of school next week. Also, merchandise for resale at park is doing well, just 4% short of last year’s sales which is due to lower attendance. The WCH Performance stage is still being reviewed by DGS so construction will not start until plans are approved --possibly not before the Fall Festival.  

New Business  Kenneth Weaver mentioned the idea of enclosing the amphitheater sides behind the country store for better protection of potential performers to increase usage (start with enclosing the west side). 

Meeting adjourned 7:35 p.m. - Next meeting 7:00 p.m. September 19, 2005. 

