Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park

Minutes of Meeting June18, 2007

Present:  Donna & Doug Niemi, Harvey & Maureen Thompson, Kevin Kelley

Minutes of last meeting approved

Treasurer’s Report:  Balance as of June 18, 2007 $3335.39

Credits:  $90.00 (Memberships)

Debits:  $394.42 (P.O. Box fee, Wildflower garden plants and supplies & Park entrance plants)

approved as presented

Annual Budget Report and Proposed Budget presented

Old Business

· Stage is 98% complete. Dedication was held during the Wayne C. Competition Day.
· Cultural Festival was a “learning opportunity.” Attendance was extremely low.
· Car Show: Kevin says he is still working on it. Suggestion was made that this should be rescheduled or dropped due to preparation and planning time are now at a minimum. Kevin will meet with Jordan and a decision will be made.
· Donna’s mom and Uncle donated annuals (Profusion Zinnias, Blue Salvia, Tithonia and Coneflower) for the Friend’s garden. Maureen will send a thank you.
Park Manager’s Time

An eighty slide power point presentation was presented to a nine member Richmond Office Staff at Hungry Mother State Park. Wayne C. Henderson Festival attendance was approximately the same as last year (711 cars this year). Many positive comments were shared. Drinks ran out. Also many positive comments regarding the recycle units were given. Many people were asking for sunscreen, so the park will review the possibility of planting additional trees for shade. The park was fortunate to have Doc Watson come and play. Wayne C. Henderson is truly becoming a celebrity within our midst. Recently he was on the cover of Virginia Living magazine. Doug Turner (a local attorney who helped Ben Bolen, former VSP commissioner, acquire land for this park) sent Harvey a copy of the magazine. Park staff are getting accustomed to Reserve America, the new reservation system. The information kiosk will be delivered in two weeks.

New Business

· Maureen will check to see when Friends of VA State Parks membership is due. The Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park is a member.

· Request made for 10 more recycle units, stakes, clear bags and 2 recycle signs. Motions made and approved to do this.

· Harvey will provide a meal for the YCC group on July 22nd. The Friends group will help with the graduation meal/celebration on August 11th. We need to see if Sue and Rhonda could help with this project. Harvey will request Pepsi to donate drinks.

· We will need to have a park staff and volunteer picnic prior to August 15th due to summer employees will be leaving for college. Suggestion was made to ask Kenny to help with the grill.

· Maureen requested a roll of stamps for membership letters and mailings.

Meeting Adjourned. Next meeting:  July 16th, 7 p.m. at Grayson Highlands State Park Office.

