Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park

Minutes of Meeting 06/19/06

Present:  Harvey Thompson, Doug & Donna Niemi, Rhonda Walls, Kenny & Sue Weaver, Maureen Thompson

Minutes of last meeting approved as written. 

Treasurer’s Report:  $3671.02

Expenditures as follows:

Post Office Box Rent
$26.00

Post Office Box Key (for second member)
    5.40


Flowers for Wildflower Garden
  45.91

Total expenditures
$77.31

No credits at this time.

Wal-Mart gift card donation $50.00, less supplies for 70th Anniversary Celebration ($25.10), current balance $24.90

Annual Budget: The End of Year Report for 2005 – 2006 was presented. The Estimated Budget for the 2006 – 2007 year was presented and approved.

Old Business

70th Anniversary Celebration Project: The Friends Group served 3 sheet cakes to over 300 people in less than 30 minutes .Rhonda Walls donated the cakes at a cost of $29.99 each and Food City donated the cost of the rice paper logos that were place on top of the cakes (cost $10.00 each). Doug & Donna Niemi donated the plates and napkins. Forks, lemonade and cups were purchased with the donated Wal-Mart gift card. Pat Tilson donated containers for the lemonade. Donna Niemi donated fresh flower arrangements from her garden for the tables. Kenny & Sue Weaver helped with the table set up. Rhonda Walls provided the tablecloths. Rhonda, Sue, Harvey, and Maureen helped with the cake serving. Donna and Doug served the lemonade. We ran out of cake, but the crowd was very appreciative of the effort and several people even wished us “Happy Birthday.”

Wildflower Garden:  Donna planted annual flowers (marigolds) donated by Ray Wood of Stuart, VA. These are a temporary effort to give the garden some color until the wildflower gets established. Donna will purchase a hose and sprinkler for watering the garden. Kenny will work on tying a line from a nearby well house to the wildflower bed to allow easier access to a water source and eliminate the need for an excessive footage of hose.

Park Manager’s Time

The 70th Anniversary Celebration went great. Harvey gave a pat on the back to each member who helped with this project. He is very grateful for the help of the Friends Group. Saturday’s event started with very warm temperatures (68°F), cloudy skies and remained warm and cloudy with no rain.  This raised the attendance slightly from 2005’s event (15% increase). This year’s crowd included 723 cars and 2,009 visitors, excluding non-paying visitors.  For the ninth year now, there was a children’s activity center with face painting, music and other games.  Park staff collected $329.50 in parking revenues for this eventful day (due to the Anniversary price of 10 cents per visitor). 

The results of the 20 competitors in the guitar competition follows:


Champion

Matt Lindsey

Dunbar, WV


First Runner Up
Scott Pearson

Warren, PA


Second Runner Up
Adam Hager

Kenna, WV


Third Runner Up
Claiborne Woodall
Abingdon, VA


Fourth Runner Up
Aaron Garbade
Mouth of Wilson, VA

Food and drink sales were good this year with Mount Rogers Volunteer Fire Department and Rescue Squad reporting that they ran out of food at 2:30 p.m. Troutdale Volunteer Fire Department and Rescue Squad handled the parking duties with four volunteers. The park operated concessions and information booth had good sales this year offering shirts, hats, candies, ice cream, and hiking sticks at this event.  The total revenue generated for the day was $3,600.98.  Overall, the revenues generated for park operated concessions for fiscal year 2006 amounts to date is $87,100, approximately $2,000 above predicted amounts.

The park bathroom renovation project is not yet completed, but Harvey was able to have it open for limited use to those persons camping in the campground. The Wayne C. Henderson volunteer group was not able to complete the construction of the stage for dedication at this year’s guitar competition.  Volunteers of the Wayne C. Henderson group have been sporadic and the park staff is frequently being called in for the labor of this group’s efforts. The dedication has been postponed until next year’s competition.

A black bear has been donated and will be sent to the taxidermist at a cost of $800- $1200. The bear will be located in the visitor center when this is complete.

New Business

Officer Nominations: Nominations for the 2006 – 2007 years were as follows:

President: unfilled

Vice President: Doug Niemi (acting until filled)

Treasurer: Donna Niemi and Kenny Weaver (co-treasurers)

Secretary:  Maureen Thompson

The members hope to increase membership and have the positions filled with persons who are able to support the position they are elected to serve.

Friends Banner: The FOGH members would like to have a banner with their name on it to display at events. Harvey will check with logistics to see if one could be purchased through them.

Friends Tee-Shirt:  Kenny Weaver will check into the cost of setting up a screen print for a FOGH Tee-Shirt. Previous efforts found one, but the vendor’s color faded with the initial wash. 

Grayson Friends Brochure: The current brochure is not up-to-date and has the wrong address for the Friends’ website. Maureen will work on updating it and look into the cost of printing. We will hand fold the brochures to help cut costs.

Recycle Bins:  Doug will look into acquiring bins for plastic and aluminum recycling during special events. “Please Recycle” or “Recycle ONLY” signs were also suggested to help the crowd keep from placing garbage in the bins. 

FOGH Sticker or Decal: The members would like to develop a sticker or decal with the Friends’ logo for distribution. Maureen will look into this.

Meeting adjourned. Next meeting: Monday, July 17th, 6:30 pm at the Park Office.

