Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park
June 21, 2004

The Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park met on Monday, June 21, 2004 at 6:30 PM at the Rugby Rescue Squad Building. Those present were Gerald Anderson, Don Ballenger, Gail Josey, Donna and Doug Niemi, Harvey Thompson, Rhonda Walls, and Sue Weaver.

Harvey Thompson gave a report on the Wayne C. Henderson Music Festival on June 19th. It was a success with 2240 visitors with approximately 1200 paying admission. Children’s activities, with 68 participants, included pony painting, face painting, and old-fashioned games. The park merchandise booth sold $2500 and parking brought in $1680.

The Visitor Center reported 234 people on Saturday and 162 on Sunday resulting in $1500 worth of sales. There was some damage to the turf in several areas of the picnic ground. No incidents were reported and all seemed to make the best of rainy weather.

Approximately 800 Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park announcement and invitation flyers were given out at the Contact Station prior to and the day of the Wayne Henderson Festival.

Harvey suggested that the park needs more advertisement of what’s in the park and further suggested a leadership team to accomplish this. No action was taken at this meeting. Interviews are completed for the Assistant Park Manager position and the candidate should be here after Labor Day. The General Assembly approved the finances for a ranger position for Grayson Highlands State Park and that position will be advertised.

Don showed the group a t-shirt that had an iron-on logo. Shirts ordered in quantity should be silk-screened. It was suggested that the horse’s head be isolated if possible. There were no comments to Harvey’s statement that men do not buy white t-shirts. For the fiscal year from July 1, 2003 to June 30, 2004 Grayson Highlands State Park spent $50,000 on merchandise and brought in $70,000, which is a minimum 40% markup. 

The second draft of the By-Laws of Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park, Incorporated were approved as edited.

Elections were held for the Board of Directors and those serving are as follows:

Don Ballenger to serve for four years

Donna Niemi to serve for three years

Sue Weaver to serve for two years

Elections were held for Officers and those serving are as follows:

President

Don Ballenger

Vice-President

Doug Niemi

Secretary

Gail Josey, temporary

Treasurer

Gail Josey, temporary

Gail was given a key to box 62 at the Mouth of Wilson Post Office. She is to sign a signature card there, open a checking account at Grayson National Bank, and prepare a membership list including e-mail addresses.

The dues are $10 for an adult, $20 for a family, $5 for a youth, $100 for a sponsor, and $500 for a benefactor. We will use the “Announcement and Invitation” as the form for membership. Each membership is to be receipted and possibly issued a membership card.

The group discussed having a closing ceremony for the Youth Conservation Corp (YCC) that will be at the park from June 27th to July 17th. It was suggested to have a campfire with hot dogs, buns, marshmallows, dessert, etc. It was also approved to buy disposable cameras and provide funds for developing the film for the YCC group.

Charter members are Doug and Donna Niemi, Don Ballenger, Harvey Thompson, Gail Josey, Rhoda Walls, and Sue Weaver.

The next meeting is to be July 19th. The by-laws will be signed by the officers. Don will report the price of the t-shirt and also draft articles of incorporation for the state that cost $75 to be a tax-exempt organization. There would be a conflict of interest to sell the t-shirt at the Fall Festival. We need an order form for new members to buy a t-shirt.

Respectfully submitted,

Gail Josey, Secretary and Grayson Highlands State Park volunteer

