Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park

Minutes of Meeting July 16, 2007

Present:  Rhonda Walls, Doug and Donna Niemi, Harvey and Moe Thompson

Minutes of last meeting approved

Treasurer’s Report:  Balance as of July 16, 2007 $3441.62
Credits:  $745 (Memberships)


$21.70 (35 lbs aluminum cans recycled)

Debits: $573 Ten Clearstream Recycle units, recycle decals, plastic bags


$10.47 stakes for recycle units


$36 Two Graphic Traffic Recycle Signs


$41 Postage 

approved as presented

**June 18, 2007 treasurer’s report amended to “High Country Greenhouses (flowers)” $36 instead of original posting of “Sheila Hall (flowers)” $36. No change in amounts.

Annual Budget Report approved

’07-’08 Proposed Budget approved

Old Business

· Car show cancelled

· Thank you sent to Crystal & Ray Wood for donation of 50 plants started from seed.

· Moe will continue to research FOGH membership registration in Virginia Parks Association. We need to renew our membership with this group.

· Recycle units, stakes, clear plastic bags and recycle signs purchased.

· YCC will arrive on the 22nd of July. Harvey will supply their meal using vegetables from his garden (cucumbers, peas, green beans, potatoes, zucchini lasagna, cabbage rolls, vegetable stew, and broccoli). The Whites will supply spaghetti. The plan is to serve the meal at the new bunkhouse. 

· Friends volunteers will supply the graduation food for the YCC on August 11th. Donna will order Vegetable Pizza, Fruit Pizza, and Cake from Pat Tilson. Rhonda and Sue have commitments and will not be able to help serve. Approximate number attending the graduation will be 35. Cake will be decorated with “Congratulations YCC.”

· The date for the park staff and volunteer picnic has not been decided. Moe will let Rhonda and Donna know as soon as it is determined. The decision was made to serve pizza (instead of a cookout) due to time constraints on the Friends members. There are approximately 35 staff and volunteers to plan for the pizza party.

Maureen purchased stamps for mailings. 

Park Manager’s Time

The water situation in the regular campground is at a critical stage. The tanks are nearing empty due to the drought. Hot water has been turned off in an effort to have visitors conserve water. It is possible that the restrooms will have to be closed and port a johns rented. Rain is badly needed. An alert on Reserve America has been posted for those making reservations and letters have been sent to those who have already registered. Merchandise sales have increased 21% compared to July of last year. The bunk house for the YCC volunteers is in place with a newly build deck and roof. Some landscaping needs to be completed. The park has documented 2,038 hours of volunteer time for the month of June.

New Business

· Donna will work with Don to complete the State Corporation Commission report.

·  Doug Ogle is working with Donna on the flower garden. Rock piles have been placed with intention to plant ferns in the crevices. Log and water bars have been placed to divert water from washing out an area in the garden. 

· Moe inquired if anyone would like to help with the photo gallery and keeping it updated. New photos are needed.

· A boy scout troop from Winston Salem worked with Donna for 4-5 days. She said they were very helpful and would the Friends Group to send a thank you. She said the leaders were very good. Moe will see if Kevin has their names and address.

Meeting Adjourned. Next meeting:  August20th, 7 p.m. at Grayson Highlands State Park Office.

