Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park

Minutes of Meeting 07/17/06
Present: Harvey Thompson, Rhonda Walls, Darlene Clevey, Doug & Donna Niemi

Minutes of last meeting approved as written. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Balance July 17, 2006 - $3823.35

Expenditures: Water line, lime, fertilizer, flowers - $120.36

Credits: Memberships - $350.00

Wal Mart gift card, returned extra supplies – credit $4.61. Debit for hose & nozzle - $29.71. Balance of card $0.00

Final copy of approved Budget 2006 – 2007 presented to members.

Old Business

1. No money donated by Wayne Henderson Festival Committee yet.

2. Wildflower garden: Kenny and park staff installed a water line and faucet next to wildflower garden for watering.  Donna and Doug spread lime and fertilizer. Again, Donna cautions that it will take time to have an established perennial garden. Harvey reported sightings of 4 kinds of butterflies in garden. Success!

3. Harvey showed members new Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park banner. He will check on having Friends logo also printed on a banner by logistics.

4. A new updated friends' brochure, made by Maureen, was displayed. It was beautiful. 100 brochures will cost $0.80 each from Tucker Printing in Marion.  Members decided to check cost of printing brochures from Kinko’s and from personal printers.

5. Doug presented information on 3 types of recycle containers. Rhonda made a motion to buy 5 cyclo max clear containers for $250.00 with the stipulation that reasonably priced clear bags could also be purchased. Darlene seconded and the motion carried. Doug will order containers and Darlene will look for clear bags at Costco.

6. No report on FOGH tee shirts. Harvey reported that he gave old friends tee shirt to Kenny.

7. Maureen continues to work on FOGH decal.

8. Donna showed article in Galax Gazette that Maureen had written about 70th Anniversary Celebration. Donna noted that Maureen should have included her name as helping.

Park Manager’s Time

Harvey discussed comment forms and how he has to respond. The past week had been focus week and incentives were given to encourage completion of forms. A search was conducted by Rugby Fire and Rescue, Baywood Search and Rescue and Park personnel for 3 missing boys.  They were found 14 hours later and 8 miles from the park stable area.  Cold and slightly hypothermic, they were glad to be found Rhonda helped prepare biscuits for searchers, and transport two boys to West Jefferson hospital. Gail Josey took 1200 pictures of park while volunteering in May and June. Several of those gorgeous pictures were on display. Harvey wants to make frames for these prints to sell. For the fiscal year ending June 30th, Harvey had retail concession sales of over $97,000. Members were given a mug with pony logo as a thank you gift.

New Business

1. Members decided to host a cookout for park employees on Friday, August 11 at noon. Rhonda graciously accepted to coordinate the event. It will be held at the Barn Shelter in the picnic area. Harvey will ask Junior Reedy, Rugby Rescue Squad Captain, if we can use their propane grill, already set up in the shelter. The park will provide drinks.

2. Our web-master, John, would like someone from the friends group to help with the photo gallery. No one volunteered at this meeting.

Meeting adjourned. Next meeting: Monday, August 14, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. at the Park Office.

