Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park

July 19, 2004

The Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park met on Monday, July 19, 2004 at 6:30 PM at the Rugby Rescue Squad Building. Those present were Don Ballenger, Gail Josey, Donna and Doug Niemi, Harvey Thompson, and Sue Weaver.

The by-laws were signed and made official. The Secretary will keep the original document with the minutes and copies are to be distributed to the Board of Directors President and Vice-President and to the Park Manager. 

Don Ballenger was elected chairman of the Board of Directors.

Harvey Thompson reported that the dinner for the YCC girls on Friday, July 16th went  well. There were nine girls and three leaders that enjoyed the special occasion as well as members of the Friends of Grayson Highlands. During their three week stay at GHSP the YCC girls participated in various work projects such as mulching and placing rocks around signs, landscaping the Visitor Center and the Country Store, building a shelter on Stampers Branch, tearing down a privy, maintaining trails, and placing new signs. There was a graduation ceremony on the last day and all the parents were present. Harvey also cooked a delicious meal for the YCC girls from the abundance of his garden on Tuesday, July 13th.

Gail Josey gave out minutes from the previous meeting, a membership roster, and a treasurer’s report. The group approved a request from Chief Ranger Kevin Kelly for $80 for a squirrel suit to be used for interpretive programs. Don ordered a “For Deposit Only” stamp for checks for approximately $23. 

There was a lengthy discussion about t-shirts and the cost of buying them with screen-printing or with iron-on. Don will continue to research the prices.

The Articles of Incorporation for a tax-exempt organization were approved as written. 

We need to add the cost of membership to the membership form. We decided not to pro rate dues. Dues are for a year beginning June 1.

Harvey reported that the stable area has not been full since the expensive water and electric renovations. The group suggested stable area ads with photos and press releases for large city newspapers, horse magazines, and for the Gazette. He also informed us that the final two candidates for the position of Assistant Park Manager are having criminal background checks. For the Ranger position seven will be interviewed. From the 23rd of July Theresa Tibbs, Administrative Assistant, will be out five to six weeks for surgery.

The next meeting is August 16th.

Respectfully submitted, Gail Josey, Secretary & GHSP volunteer

