Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park

Minutes of Meeting February 19, 2007

Present:  Donna & Doug Niemi, Harvey & Maureen Thompson, Kevin Kelley

Minutes of last meeting approved

Treasurer’s Report:  Balance as of February 19, 2007 $3899.81

Expenditures: $1197.03 (Mt. Rogers Outfitters – equipment)

Credits:  $0.00

Approved as presented

Old Business

· Car Show- Working with a car club from Roanoke. Donna will ask Jay Halsey to advise Kevin about car show information.

· Cultural Festival – “Fire in the Kitchen” Celtic Music Band will be the featured performers. Other possible bands might include Fescue and Whitetop Mountain Band. Storytellers will also be lined up. Possibilities include Orville Hicks and Roald Kirby. The Friends’ group is not planning to help with food sales at this time.

· Venture Enterprise Program – Equipment purchased (7 pads, 8 backpacks, and 3 tents).  Cost $1197.00. A note will be sent to Wayne C. Music Festival Friends group to thank for their donation of funds that helped towards this purchase and the recycle units.

· Signs have been ordered. Maybe some steps need to be placed on Cabin Creek. Trails will be graded according to difficulty level (easy, moderate, and difficult).

· Donna may order some Viburnum. Lilac shoots could be planted behind wildflower garden bed. 

Park Manager Time


In cooperation with VDOT, a second snowplow has been acquired. It will be mounted on the four-wheel drive tractor and used to maintain the 4 ½ miles of Park roadway.  Some park vehicles are going to be replaced. 52.5% of budget is expended as of the end of January. Stock for merchandise sale purchased, including books and camp store items. The publisher has sold all of the 36,000 copies of Clapton’s Guitar-Watching Wayne Henderson Build the Perfect Instrument. Additional copies will only be able to be acquired if the publisher makes a second printing. Service cable for stage was placed last Monday. Planning to place new wood shakes on the Weaver Cabin. Various training sessions are underway. This includes new software for reserving campsites over the internet with “Reserve America,” law enforcement in-service, and food handling/merchandise training. The DCR Information station will be in place by Memorial Day. Anyone wishing to advertise his or her business for a cost is welcome to inquire.

New Business 

Steve Bassett will be performing on September 3rd. He will appear with Wayne C’s traditional Labor Day performance. It will be held on the stage in the picnic area. Steve Bassett’s performance is one of only sixteen stops in Virginia Parks. An impromptu picking will be held in the campground prior to the performance and a demonstration of instrument making will be held in the visitor center at 1:00.

