Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park

Minutes of Meeting August 20, 2007

Present:  Al & Mata Lehman, Doug and Donna Niemi, Harvey and Moe Thompson, Kevin Kelley
Minutes of last meeting approved

Treasurer’s Report:  Balance as of August 20, 2007 $3302.47
Credits:  
$110 (Memberships)


Wal Mart Gift Card Donation $25
Debit:
 VA. Association for Parks $20

State Corporation Registration $25


YCC Graduation Reception $138.15


Supplies for YCC Graduation $25 Wal Mart gift card


Volunteer & Park Staff Recognition Picnic $66

Approved as presented
Old Business

Virginia Parks Association and State Corporation Commission renewals completed. At present, no plans for more plants in the wildflower garden due to the drought conditions.  An address is still needed for sending a thank you to the Boy Scout troop. Kevin will get this to Donna and Moe. There were many thanks from the YCC parents for the graduation reception. The volunteers and park staff enjoyed the recognition lunch provided by the Friends Group.

Park Manager’s Time

Feedback from the parent’s of the YCC participants was very positive. They appreciated all of the varied experiences their daughters had the opportunity to participate. The program ran very smoothly this year. 
The water shortage is still a problem, but the park has been able to offer warm showers for the past 10 days. The situation is being monitored throughout the day, every day.
 Merchandise for resale is up $7,000 from last year. The park is permitted 40% of the profit from merchandise for resale. In the past items purchased with this profit include a gator for the park host to use in the campground, ice chests for the bagged ice, and vending machines. The park brought in $57,000 in revenue for July and had $80,000 in expenditures. 
Park staff and volunteer lunch provided by the Friends group went well. Harvey delivered pizza to a few of the volunteers who were busy with their duties and not able to get to the luncheon. 

An OSHA regulations visitor arrived for an unannounced inspection of the shop on August 16th. Five items needed to be addressed and most of these were a matter of tidiness. 

The backpacking trip went very well. There were 8 participants and one additional adult. The equipment donations from the Friends group helped to make this possible.

Steve Bassett will play with Wayne in the campground amphitheater on Sunday, September 2nd.

The Fall Festival is scheduled for September 29th and 30th. 
Hay Rides will again be offered the first and second Saturdays in October.

Harvey will be away at the Park Manager’s meeting being held at First Landing State Park October 2, 3, and 4.

New Business

Motion made and approved to purchase 2 “campaign” type signs with the “Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park” at a cost of approximately $20 each. They are reusable and will be placed at the Friends table during events such as the Fall Festival and Wayne C. Competition.

The Blue Ridge Chapter Relay Race will be held September 7th from 6:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. There will be 200 runners in teams that run from the Visitor Center in the Park to Ashville, NC. They have contacted the Park and requested 2 volunteers from the Friends group to help with monitoring the relay and helping to keep the team times. They offered a contribution of $20/hour up to $240 for help with this. Moe will send an email to inquire if there are any Friends members interested in helping with this fund raiser project.
Kevin will be working on a Friends project the morning of Wednesday, August 29th.  It will be on Cabin Creek trail to replace the decaying bridge. Anyone interested can contact Kevin Kelley.

Meeting Adjourned. Next meeting September 17th, 7 p.m. at the Park Office

