Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park

Minutes of Meeting 8/14/2006

Present:  Harvey Thompson, Donna Niemi, Maureen Thompson, Kevin Kelley

Minutes of last meeting approved as written. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Balance August 14, 2006 - $3943.35
Expenditures: $0.00
Credits: Memberships - $120.00
Old Business

1. No money donated by Wayne Henderson Festival Committee yet.

2. Wildflower garden: Donna continues to work on watering with the help of Park staff. Many positive comments have been received about the garden.
3. Harvey presented the completed Friends Logo Banner he requested. It is made of durable material and has grommets for ease of displaying.
4. Maureen presented a quote from Jerry’s printing for the brochure (two sides, color copy) for 75 cents each. This is the cheapest quote found. Motion was made and approved to have 100 copies printed so they’ll be ready for the Fall Festival. Also, approved to have 100 copies of Friends letter head paper printed. Membership cards (printed on card stock paper) may be printed on an “as needed” basis. 
5. Donna presented information regarding the recycle containers. Doug is waiting to order them due to there is a 60 day trial period. He wanted to order closer to the Fall Festival so a more accurate review of their impact can be established. He and Donna are also checking on a stencil for re-labeling the white cans for water bottle recycling. Perhaps staff members Kaye and Tom could help with this.
6. No report on tee-shirts.
7. Maureen presented information from Ultimate Decals for a Friends Logo Decal. The cost is $58.95 for 100 (including shipping). Maureen will make certain they are on a white background for better visibility. Approved to order 100 at this time. Details of distribution (give to members one time only?  Have available for sale?? Cost?? Etc.) will be discussed later.
8. Park Staff Picnic was a success. Rhonda provided potato salad, macaroni salad, cantaloupe and brought the buns, hamburgers, hotdogs, lettuce, tomato and condiments that the Friends group will reimburse. Regina Walls helped serve.  Kenny cooked and Sue made cookies. Donna provided the baked beans and paper products. Doug also helped serve. The park provided drinks. Pictures were taken of the event.
9. Kevin Kelley was nominated and approved for the unfilled position of President.  
10. Maureen will work with John Canfield (Friend’s webmaster) to learn the photo gallery program. Donna thinks Doug might also be willing to learn it if he has some guidance getting started.
Park Manager’s Time

Harvey reports there were 1300 people in the Park on Sunday. The Arthur Cox family gave Harvey $75.00 to support the Friends group. Harvey also spoke with American Electric and Power (AEP) and was able to negotiate a donation of $1600 for the Wayne C. Henderson Stage construction. The park will dig a trench 3 feet deep and 240 feet long and place the conduit. AEP will donate the wire, meter base and attachment. The park will also put in the water line. The park operated concessions has brought in $35,000 since July. The end of year close out was $1,000 less this year (July ’05 to June ’06). There has been a 10% reduction in visitation. The Junior Ranger Program was a success and a nice article was printed in the Gazette Newspaper about the activities. Harvey will attend a District meeting this week. Harvey also reported that an Electronic Information Kiosk will be placed in each State Park. Grayson Highlands was visited by Fred Lochner from Guy Emperial in Wisconsin for some preliminary information for this project which Richmond office is implementing. 
New Business
Donna will complete the necessary forms and send payment for the State Corporation annual fee.

Maureen will complete the DCR application for Citizen Support Organization (CSO) as requested by Richmond office for their records.

Meeting Adjourned. Next meeting September 18th, 7 p.m. at Grayson Highlands State Park Office.
