Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park

August 16, 2004

1. Call to Order

The Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park met on Monday, August 16, 2004 at 6:30 PM at the Rugby Squad Rescue Squad Building. Those present were:  Don Ballenger, Gail Josey, Harvey Thompson, Rhonda Walls, and Sue Weaver. President Don Ballenger called the meeting to order and passed out a meeting agenda.

2. Minutes of Last Meeting

The minutes were approved as presented.

3. Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer gave a report of the finances since the last meeting showing a balance of $20.58.

4. Old Business

A. The Articles of Incorporation are still in the process of being signed by the Board of Directors. 

B. The t-shirt prices are still not available. It may be possible to sell other items too. A brochure can be prepared with a list of items and their prices to take orders.

C. Don will prepare a new Friends of GH announcement and invitation brochure that includes membership fees.

5. New Business

A. Kevin Kelley, Chief Ranger, sent a request for volunteers the first two weekends in October to help with the haunted hayrides. We wanted more details as to how many volunteers were needed, exactly what task each is to perform, and the time frame.

B. Park Manager Harvey Thompson presented an opportunity to make money and to promote our organization by preparing food for the special lottery hunts:  Muzzleloading Nov. 9 & 11, rifle Nov. 16 & 18, special hunt Nov. 10 & 17. Each hunter pays a $5 application fee thru the reservation center and then a $10 hunting fee at the park. There are 30 hunters per day and each is assigned one of four zones. Further each hunter must wear a blaze cap and vest and successfully complete the hunter education course offered on Sept. 7, 8, & 9 from 6:00-9:00 PM. Statewide regulations also apply. All these details are given because the group was concerned with safety.

After a lengthy discussion we decided the following:

Facilities at Maintenance Shop:
tables






Microwave






Pepsi 

Breakfast:
Rhonda Wall ----------- biscuits



Sue Weaver ------------ sausage



Don Ballenger --------- coffee

Lunch:

Harvey Thompson ---- stew



Gail Josey -------------- chili



Martha Ballenger ------ cornbread

Condiments: bowls, cups, spoons, knives, napkins, butter, mustard, cream, sugar, sweet & low, salt & pepper, (orange juice, ice chest, paper plates?).

Advance preparations will include press releases, a poster with prices (Gail), and having our brochures on hand.

6. Park Manager’s Comments

A. The DCR News Release dated August 16, 2004 addressed Stewardship Virginia. The campaign encourages and recognizes voluntary conservation activities that impact Virginia’s natural resources. Meghan Thompson earned her Girl Scout Gold Award by erecting a rain shelter on the Twin Pinnacles Trail. She and her family volunteered 200 hours to complete the project on August 11th.

B. The July, 2004 issue of “Field and Stream” named Grayson Highlands State Park as # 2 in trout streams in the US out of 5,000 state parks.

7. Closing

A. The date of our next meeting will be September 27th, a change because of conflict. Let Niemi’s know. Harvey has a new e-mail address that is harvey.thompson@dcr.virginia.gov. Place Friends flyers at Fall Festival at the park booth.

B. Notes from prior meetings. Don made return address labels, stationary, and membership cards.

Respectfully submitted,

Gail Josey, Secretary and Grayson Highlands State Park Volunteer

