Friends of Grayson Highlands State Park

Minutes of Meeting 04/24/06
Present:  Harvey Thompson, Doug & Donna Niemi, Rhonda Walls, Maureen Thompson
Minutes of last meeting approved as written 

Treasurer’s Report:  $3759.72
Old Business

Treasurer nomination/election:  Donna Niemi & Kenny Weaver were nominated and elected by unanimous vote to serve as co-treasurers.
Project: Donna will be away much of the month of May.  She has purchased some plants for the butterfly garden and continues to work on this project. Gail Josey will be here for 2 months and perhaps she can help with the garden plot. Donna presented a folder with project ideas for Kevin Kelly to work with Gail. Otherwise, she will plan to plant annuals after her trip in May. 

70th Anniversary Celebration:  Doug has made several attempts to contact Wal Mart in Galax for contributions and has not yet been successful. Maureen will try to follow through with this while Doug is out of town during the month of May. Rhonda has offered to make cakes if donations are not available. Doug/Donna will check with Food City to inquire about cake donations or at least the edible rice paper with the 70th anniversary logo (and Rhonda will place on homemade cake, if needed). Date for serving cake will be June 17th during the Wayne C. Festival. 
Park Manager’s Time  
Blocks have been laid for the stage and the restroom in the upper campground is still under construction. The hope is to have the stage completed for the Wayne C. Festival and the restroom to be completed prior to Memorial Day weekend. Much of this is dependant on weather and contractors (restroom) and volunteers (stage). 

Park visitation is down 20 – 25%. The Park did host Governor Kaine and some family and friends during their recent trip to Grayson Highlands. 

New Business
There was discussion regarding the need for another key to the friend’s post office box located at Mouth of Wilson and question as to the best location for the box (Mouth of Wilson or Troutdale). It is hoped the box will be checked at least once weekly for correspondence, so that business can be conducted in a timely manner.

Harvey will check with Johnny Finch, President VA State Park Associations, regarding the process to acquire a tax exempt number.

Meeting adjourned. Next meeting: Monday, May 15th, 6:30** pm at the Rugby Rescue Squad Building**. **Notice time and place.
